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Claims of Tampering With Kennedy 

Medical Evidence Continue 


By Scotl Hatfield 
ADVANCE Staff 

The controversy oxer the assasination 
of John F. Kennedy continues, this time 
with allegations of tampering with the 
radiolog)' record of the autopsy. Nearly 
30 years after President Kennedy was shot 
to death on Dcalcy Plaza in Dallas, a 
radiologic technologist has supplied new 
evidence alleging the autopsy X-rays were 
faked. 

The claims ofjerroll C'uster and other 
professionals present at the autopsy, 
dispute a recent article in the Journal of 
Ainrrirftn Medical Association (JAMA) 
that underscores the Warren Com- 
mission's findings that JFK was struck 
from behind by one lone gunman, l.ec 
Harvey Oswald. In the JAMA article James 
Joseph Humcsm, MD, said, “In 1963. we 
proved at the autopsy table that President 
Kennedy was struck from aboxx! and be- 
hind by the fatal shot.” 


Custer, the former Nax-y radiologic 
technologist who claims he radio- 
graphed Kennedy’s body, said only two 
photographs of the head films haxr sur- 
xTx-ed, although Custer said he took be- 
txveen 1 4 and 20 radiographs of JFK's 
body, including additional xiews of the 
head. 

“The right side of the skull on the X- 
ravs that I took do not match the right 
side of the skull in the pictures," Custer 
said in an interview with ADVANCE “Not 
only that, but I remember the skull not 
damaged (as seen in the txvo head films 
that materialized for the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations’ report) in 
that area. It was all futhcr back." 

Custer, during a news conference in 
New York City held shortly after the JAM\ 
aniclc was published, was shown the X- 
rav photographs included in the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations’ re- 
port, he said. 


This radiology exidence shows JFK’s 
right eye and surrounding bone blown 
away. TTie face is intact, however, in au- 
topsy photographs. 

“The X-rays are not the ones I look 
simply for the reason that they don’t 
match the photographs that w f ere taken 
by Floyd Riebc (a naxy photographer 
who took JFK’s autopsy photographs)," 
Custer said. 

Other autopsy photographs show the 
back of JFK’s head, “retouched to con- 
ceal a large exit hole from the bullet 
entering from the front," said Harrison 
Livingstone, who has spent 23 years of his 
life inxestigating the JFK assassination 
case. 

“The X-rays and photos make it look 
like there were only shots from behind, 
bloxving out the president's face." 

The men also say that there were ob- 
jects in the autopsy photographs that 
were not present in the autopsy room the 


day the) 1 xvorked on JFK, including a 
wooden table. 

Custer said he always initialed his films 
and in fact, the series of films he did on 
JFK that day were recorded in the radiol- 
ogy department's log. 

“And the log conveniently disap- 
peared," Custer, xvho is now a staid 
radiographer at Presbyterian Hospital in 
Pittsburgh, said. 

The morning after the event, Custer 
said he xvas made to sign a “gag order." 

“We were told to say nothing because 
this was national security, and if xve did 
mention anything, xve’d end up in prison." 
Custer said. 

In an interview with ADVANCE , 
lixingstone said. The X-rays are fake 
and were used to trick the Chief Justice of 
the United States. The X-rays (seen by 
Chiefjustice Earl Warren) shoxv that the 
president’s face is blown out There xvas 
no damage to his face." 




